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ABSTRACT

Purpose: In the ever-evolving landscape of global higher education, this study delves into a case
comparison of innovative reforms in the modern higher education systems of Indonesia and
Pakistan. The primary objectives are to establish a distinct comparison between higher education
institutions in Indonesia and Pakistan, fostering a profound understanding of their contemporary
educational frameworks.

Design/Methodology/Approach: Utilizing a qualitative research approach, the study
interprets phenomena by involving various methods. Fifteen Pakistani and Indonesian scholars
studying in Indonesia serve as informants, and data collection employs Google forms, interviews,
and documentation. Qualitative descriptive analysis is the primary method for data analysis.

Findings/Results: The comprehensive results analyze the innovative landscapes within the
higher education systems of both countries, addressing challenges presented by dynamic global
shifts. Indonesia strategically emphasizes internationalization through flexible qualitative
assurance programs, foreign faculty recruitment, and extensive traditional and social media
publicity, exemplified by Gadjah Mada University and the University of Indonesia. Conversely,
Pakistan, guided by the Higher Education Commission, aligns its institutions with international
standards, evident in their presence in the QS World Ranking 2023

Practical Implications: The study underscores the necessity for higher education institutions
in both countries to modernize and internationalize, prompting a comparative analysis of
strategies, policies, and innovations. It concludes that collaborative efforts between institutions,
industry, and government are crucial for sustained progress in both nations, contributing
meaningfully to academic discourse and guiding policymakers. Additionally, the implementation
of innovative policies should be followed by robust monitoring, follow-up, and evaluation systems
by government bodies such as the Ministry of Education & Culture Indonesia and the Higher
Education Commission Pakistan.

Originality/Value: A comprehensive exploration of innovative reforms in the higher education
systems of Indonesia and Pakistan. Employing a qualitative research approach with informants
from both nations, the research uncovers distinct strategies and policies. The findings emphasize
the global challenges faced by these systems and advocate for collaborative efforts, underscoring
the need for modernization and internationalization. The study's depth and insights contribute
meaningfully to academic discourse and offer practical guidance for policymakers in fostering
sustained progress.
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